








THE BRITISH 


fe 


ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER; 


AND FOREIGN 


UNDER THE SANCTION OF THE BRITISH AND FOREIGN ANTI-SLAVERY SOCIETY, 


ndaannemeeite 














LIX. Vou. III. No. 6.] WEDNESDAY, 


MARCH 23rp, 1842. [Price FourPEnce. 








THE ANTI-SLAVERY REPORTER 


is an Evening Paper, and is published once a 
fortnight, on alternate Wednesdays, by L. Wixp, 
13, Catherine Street, Strand, London. It is sold 
also by W. Everett, 16, Finch Lane, Cornhill; 
and may be had of all news-venders throughout 
the country. Price 4d., or 8s. 8d. per annum. 

*,* Except in peculiar cases, the Anti-slavery 
Reporter should not be ordered from the Anti- 
slavery Office, but from such news-agent as may 
be most convenient. ~ 


—_— 











CONTENTS. 
Anti-Slavery proceedings in Extraordinary disclosure: Ja- 
France ..scesseoes eee maica Emigration ........ 44 
State of British Guiana...... 43 | The Bey of Tunis .......... 45 


Leavers; Coolie Exportation 44 | Cape of Good Hope: results 
France... eeeeeestteeseee —— of Emancipation... 
Africans of the Amistud.... 


ParviaMENTARY Proceepincs : 





British Guiana esveee eeeve iy ead Hill Coolies..........cc00 ysis 
Liberated Africans........ —= | Anti-Slavery discussion in 
Spain eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 48 








- ANTI-SLAVERY PROCEEDINGS IN FRANCE. 


THEsE interesting and important proeeedings having now termi- 
nated, we present them to the public in consecutive narration. 


The deputation from Great Britain and Ireland consisted of the 
following persons :— 
Josiah Forster: 
J —_ Sturge. 
British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society * - nie. 
. e. 
a 4. gga 
Bimiagham Ani:Slrery Soty. “9 Sy 
irmin nti-Slave 1ety . - St 
Bristol” e e - ad e ed a R. F e 
Devonshire : a ‘ ‘ Pe Scobie. 


D. O*Connell. 
Dublin ‘ ‘ ea > R. R. Madden, M. D. 
C. Corkran. 


East Suffolk . . . : ° H. Taylor. 
tnd es eee Space r : cane. 
iw . s * * . 7. arve e 
inka ‘ ° . e s ee * Forster. 
ps i . e e se . e —- 
ve ry . . e ° e » UTO TY. 
Cuber ‘ ‘ « Fs . B. a. 
Rochester . P : " ‘ F. Wheeler. 


. Clarke, Sen. 
Southampton . ° e e . J . Clarke, J un. 
E. Palk. 


oe the as ° ° + t . B. — O C b= 
ese 0 persons absent were Messrs. O‘Connell 
Blair, and Fry—the J being detained by ill health. ; : 


It was not until their arrival in Paris that it became known to 
any of the deputies that the French Government had interposed. 
Under these new circumstances it was their unanimous sentiment 
to place themselves in the hands of their French friends, with a 
readiness to act precisely in such a manner as might a to 
them most conducive to the good of the cause which all had at 
heart, and not without hope that their visit might yet be pro- 
ductive of equal or greater benefit. In the forenoon of Sat 4 
the deputies then arrived had a visit from M. Isambert, 
Secretary of the French Society, who gave them a most cordial 
reception, and invited the whole body to dine with him in the 
evening. On this occasion, the general sentiments of the deputies 
were freely expressed by Messrs. Forster, Sturge, Scoble, and 
others, an were cordially responded to by M bert. 











he gave a full explanation of the circumstances which had arisen, 
and stated that the French Society were to méet on the following 
day, to determine on the course which they should pursue. 

On Monday morning the deputies met for consultation. At 
this meeting it was proposed, and ultimately agreed to, that, 
as there would be no public assembly, an address should be pre- 
pared with a view to publication, briefly recording in an o cial 
form the sentiments they would have desired to express. A docu~ 
ment of this kind has been matured, and left in the hands of the 
French Society, in order that such use of it may be made as to 
them may seem most expedient. 

At this time it was announced that, at their sitting of the pre- 
vious day, the French Society had on an answer to the 
letter of the minister of the interior on the subject of the public 
meeting ; and had resolved, both to receive the deputation officially 
at a private meeting on Wednesday morning, and to entertain 
them at dinner on the evening of the same day. The two docu- 
ments to which we have just referred we shall here present to our 
readers, as putting them into possession of the whole case. The 
letter of the minister of the interior is as follows :— 


Paris, Office of the Minister of the Interior, 
March 1st, 1842. 


Monsieur te Duc,—I am informed that the society for the abolition of 
slavery, of which you are the president, proposes to hold a public session 
on the 7th of this month, to which some foreign deputations will be 
admitted. The government does full 2 ustice to the honourable motives of 
the society ; it eggs the work of humanity which it seeks to accom- 
plish, and in which-it has declared itself disposed to co-operate : but, after 
the reports which have reached me, I fear that this meeting, under present 
circumstances, may be attended with some inconvenience, and may lead 
perhaps to results very different to those which the members of the society 
desire to obtain. You will I hope, Monsieur le duc, agree with me that 
it will be expedient to postpone the proposed meeting. I desire also to 
believe that the society will see in this communication only a measure of 
prudence. No feeling of mistrust of its intentions enters into the thoughts 
of the government. Accept the assurances of my high consideration. 
(Signed) : Decuater, Minister of the Interior. 
Certified copy of the original, deposited in the archives of the society, 
Isamperr, Secretary. 


In reply the society addressed to the minister of the interior 
the following minute :-— : 


Sitting of the 6th of March, 1842. 

The society, having received from its president the letter of the 
minister of interior, under date of the ist of March, relative to the 
gen recone of the public meeting announced for the 7th instant, 

as adopted the following resolution. - 

The society is assured that the measure of police which has been 
notified to it, has been dictated, neither by the nature of the object which 
it proposes to attain—since the minister, in his letter denominates it a work 
of humanity, and announces that the government is disposed to co-operate 
in it—nor by the intentions which have s the proposed meeting, 
since the minister renders ample justice to intentions. 

It has remarked that the only motive alleged by the minister for the 
adjournment, is the fear that, under existing circumstances, the meeting to 
which the foreign deputations were invited may give rise to incon- 


desires to obtain. 

Under these circumstances, the society declares that it has not either to 
scrutinise or to discuss the motive of the measure which has been com- 
municated to it. It is no judge of the necessities of police which have 
dictated it. It can only submit to the injunction which has been laid on it. 

It hopes that the foreign deputations which it had invited, and who have 
not hesitated to respond to the appeal which it made to them in the name 
of religion and humanity, will readily excuse it for not having been able 
to foresee such an emergency, and accept its lively expressions of regret. 

If, however, from the measure of adjournment to which the society is 
one to submit, it should be concluded that the great and sacred cause 
of the abolition of slavery has not the warm and general sympathy of the 
population, the society would feel it its duty loudly to protest against such 
an inference, equally contrary to truth and to the honour of the country, © 

The society knows that the sentiments which animated France half 
century since, and which inspired the founders of our liberties, have not 
changed. The profound conviction which the society has of the per- 
manency of these sentiments is the source both of its en and its 

It a that the responsibility of the unexpected ibition which 
prevents it from rendering a solemn account of its labours and prospects 
in a public meeting, must be confined to a few interested parties, who 
think themselves threatened ; and that no blame whatever can be justly 
attached to the population in the midst of whom this demonstration 
have taken place. 

Certified copy of the minute, 
- IsamBert, Secretary of the Society. 
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‘one of the members of the society, where they met many persons 





egret of Daniel O’Connell at not being able to attend the 


On Tuesday evening, the deputation had a twofold ge rm 
A portion of them were entertained at dinner by the duke of 
Broglie, the president of the French Abolition Society ; and had 
the pleasure of meeting, besides the duke’s amiable family, ' 
M. % Villemain, minister of public instruction, Baron Rossi, 

of France, and M. Passy. At a later hour, the whole | 
Gagetation assembled at a soiree at the house of M. Lutteroth, 
of distinction. 

The meeting of the society was held, according to appointment, 
on Wednesday morning at eleven, the duke of Broglie occupying ' 
the chair until one (when his attendance was required in the , 
chamber of peers), and afterwards M. Passy. The entire British 
deputation was present ; as were also Count Frolich, a member of 
the Swedish diet, and M. de Tourguenoff, a former minister of the. 
emperor Alexander, who, with his brother, had come to concert | 
a plan for the emancipation of the Russian serfs, and who has 
himself offered to emancipate three hundred peasants. The | 
attendance of the society was very numerous. 

After the introduction of the British deputies by name, Mr. | 
Forster said that the deputation had cheerfully responded to the ' 
invitation of their Paris friends; that no commercial motives | 
influenced them ; that the principles of the British and Foreigh 
Society were solely of a moral, pacific, and religious character ; | 
that they meddled not with the right of search, which was a ques- 
tion between governments ; that they struck at the root of the 
evil, by aiming at the abolition of slavery, that so the slave-trade 
might cease. The deputation called upon France to unite with 
them, desiring that, in this labour of love, they might act as one 
body, without any national distinction ; and under a conviction | 
that, if this were done, it would have a powerful effect upon Spain, | 
Holland, the United States, &c.: and not only so, but that this | 
measure would react upon France, and, by an act of national ; 
humanity and justice, elevate the moral character of their own 

ple. He (Mr. F.) went on to say, that God had made of one ' 
lood all nations of men ; that Christ had died for all men; that 
these religious principles actuated his countrymen ; and that, as" 
soon as men should act upon the divine law, “ Whatsoever ye 
would that men should do to you, do ye even so to them,” slavery 
must cease for ever. \ 

M. Passy said, no one in France either can, or does, suspect the 
honourable motives which animate the English delegates. The | 
feeling which animates the abolition societies of the two nations 
develops itself more and more; the spirit which has produced 
them will survive them ; it will survive the object to which the 
members of these societies have devoted themselves. The English 
abolitionists have urged, carried along, subjugated the will of their 
government ; they have made it associate the interests of morality 
with political interests; but this victory has not satisfied them. 
The abolition of slavery in the English colonies has been in their 
eyes only the first step towards the complete emancipation of the 
human race; They pursue this object ; the wish that throughout 
the entire world man should enjoy the chief good, liberty—that 
in no part man should be the property of man ; and their per- 
agering efforts bear witness to their co We 





urage and their hopes. 
shall soon, without doubt, attain the end which has alread 
been attained by others ; but the spirit of co-operation which will 
have produced this happy result, will lead us to new exertions in 
favour of the classes who toil and suffer. It is thus that the 
feeling which has generated abolition societies will perpetuate 
itself, and will be able every where to prepare for the human race 
a better destiny. 

The documents borne by the deputies were then presented. 
From among those presented on behalf of the British and Foreign 
Anti-Slavery Society, one—a letter from Thomas Clarkson—was 
read to the assembly, rendered into French by the duke of Broglie. 
This venerable man referred in the course of his letter to his 
friendship with Larochefocauld -Liancourt, Condorcet, Lafayette, 
and Petion, and to his visit to France in 1789. He added that, 
having survived Wilberforce, he hoped before he died to see slavery 
abolished in the colonies of France, Spain, Holland, Denmark, and 
Sweden. He concerned himself for the liberation of six millions 
of human beings. ! 
_ M. Frolich then rose, and read a paper on the subject of the 
attempts made to procure the abolition of slavery in the Swedish 
island of St. olomew. 

- The other British deputies proceeded to hand in their tive 
documents, in doing which, some remarks were made by Mr. 
Monae, es — rgh, the rev. A. Harvey, of Glasgow, and Dr. 
~The rev. A. Harvey, deputy from ican, oa adverted to that 
city having been, at one time, pat g* Ben cated in the support 
of car its connexion with the West Indies, and to the diff 
culties the abolitionists had there to contend with: adding that, 
when they once saw the sinfulness of slavery in the sight of God, 
bag fg not been behind any in efforts to put it down. 

. Dr. Madden said he was ch with an expression of the 







g, a8 he had intended; which he the more particularly 
-anap cea Na ee cebeuinie an eaten of Pari, 
ang the 1 ergy, and ially the archbisho 

to second the cause of impabetiation. In the opi i of Mr. 
O’Connell the influence of the catholic clergy would be all power- 
us f. would unite their efforts to those of the political men 








selves honour by labouring in such a cause. He 





Dr. se. 69m stated also some facts, which he had ascertained 

m personal observation, ting the slave-trade and slavery 
as existing in the French colonies on the coast of Africa. This 
address also was rendered into French by the duke of Broglie, 
who took the opportunity of pat that the slave-trading to 
which Dr. Madden had referred been disapproved by the 
government, and would not be repeated. 

Mr. Sturge thought that the example of France would be even 
more influential with the United States than that of England. 
From personal observation, he considered that the American 
people had a jealousy of England, which they did not entertain 
respecting France. Having also visited the West Indies Sarg 
the period of the apprenticeship, he could bear a further person 
testimony to the fact of its entire failure. He hoped no similar 
experiment would be made by France. 

Mr. Scoble then rose, and spoke particularly of the results of 
emancipation in the English colonies. These results have equalled 
the most sanguine expectations of the abolitionists. It had been 

roved that no planter had suffered from the vengeance of the 
eka Insurrections, formerly so frequent, have ceased. At pre- 
sent a moiety of the troops formerly necessary is sufficient to 
insure the tranquillity of the colonies, and the security of their 
inhabitants. The value of property has increased ; labour is more 
easily obtained, and in greater abundance. Where the planters 
have acted towards the blacks with liberality, and are interested in 
their well-being, the estates are cultivated 20 or 25 per cent 


‘cheaper than in the time of slavery. The proprietors have then 


gained in every way. With respect to the slaves, they have not 


merely been liberated. Those who procured them their liberty 
have occupied themselves with the means of elevating them from 


the state of physical and moral degradation in which the tyranny 
of their masters too often retained them. The blacks themselves 
have seconded to the best of their ability the efforts of their bene- 


factors. During the period of slavery these poor creatures often 


deserted, and fled amidst a thousand dangers; now they devote 


‘themselves to their labour, and attach themselves to their habita- 
-tions. The negros are daily casting away vices inherent in slavery ; 


they themselves unite in the work of their moral regeneration. 
They have a desire to possess property, and have bought a large 
quantity ofland. In Demerara they have purchased no less than 


' 600 lots of land, for which they have paid £21,000 sterling. They 


are frugal, and have for the most part money in the savings’ bank. 
At the same time the commercial prosperity of the colonies is - 
incontestably increased. The greatest part of the estates which 
had been abandoned for want of labourers are now cultivated. The 
imports have, generally speaking, augmented one-third: they 
have increased in the last five years three millions sterling, and 
thus the commerce of Great Britain has participated in the benefit 
of emancipation. In a single commodity, sugar, there has been 
a diminution in the exports: this diminution is temporary ; it is 
owing on the one and to two years of drought, and on the other. 
to reasons which can occasion no regret. In the time of slave 
the women were employed in the ee culture of the cane; wi 
or against their will, they must labour; the whip was ready to 
give them either courage or cheerfulness. Even their children 
were forced to dig the earth by their side. At present they are 
deprived of this resource; there are fewer hands tied to the 
hoe, and there is less produce. The women, now free, devote 
themselves to the care of the house, and of the family who have 
been born to them ; they occupy themselves in the education of 
the children, whom they no longer rear for the market. Those 
who, even at the age of ten or eleven, were formerly employed in 
most severe tasks, are now sent to the schools, where lessons of 
order and morality are inculcated on them. These facts are of a 
nature to rejoice all the friends of emancipation ; they are attested 
by witnesses the most unexceptionable ; the planters themselves, 
whom Mr. Scoble had visited, have not hesitated to acknowledge 
the happy results of free labour. There -are those even who, 
without the indemnity which they have received, would still 
asa benefit the change in the condition of their former slaves. The 
speaker concluded by proposing some questions on the subject of 
the abolition of slavery in France—on the hopes entertained by 
its advocates—on the obstacles which it may have to encounter— 
and on the relation borne to it by the domestic manufacture of 
sugar from beet-root. . 

he address of Mr. Scoble germ / excited gn attention, 
and wus immediately rendered into French by M. Passy, with 
great accuracy and felicity. M. Passy then immediately pro- 
ceeded to answer the questions which had been proposed, a task 
which no one could have undertaken with more force or authority. 
In France, said he, the affairs of the colonies engage but lit 
attention ; the x number of ms are unacquainted with 
what relates to » and the care of them is left almost entirely 
to the local administration, under the control of official men. 
Slavery itself does not hold so prominent a place as it ought in 
public opinion. Its mischievous and. melancholy effects are 
remote, are but little known, and do not excite attention 
which they deserve. It is therefore by the government that the 
cause of emancipation must be. pleaded and defended. Founded 
only in 1833, the abolition society has already obtained important 
advantages ; composed chiefly of members of the two cham it 
has a, Sh ah a considerable influence. Two legislative 
propositions have emanated from it, the princi object of which 
was to explain and familiarize its sentiments by discussion. The 
result answered their expectation ; the government has subse- 
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‘ quenty formed, for inquiry into colonial legislation, a commission, 
c 


on which it has placed many members of the society, and the 
superintendence of which it has confided to their president himself. 
This commission had eras ‘but has resumed its labours, of 
which the conclusion will be the emancipation of the slaves in our 
colonies. Weare allowed to hope that, in the next session, the cham- 
bers wil) be engaged by the government itself on this great ques- 
tion, and that human liberty will find in the midst of them 
numerous and eloquent defenders, 

After the yrs of M. Passy, Mr. G. W. Alexander, the Trea- 
surer of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society, addressed 
the meeting, expressing his earnest hope that the cause of abolition 
would be pursued with a degree of vigour, animated by the remem- 
brance of the incalculable miseries which were suffered every day 
during its progress, 

The meeting was concluded by.a_ short address from M. 
Odillon Barrot, a vice-president of the French society ; in which 
he said, that the question of abolition was to be regarded as either 
theoretical or practical—as one of gy oe or as one of means of 
execution. As a question of principle it had been already decided. 
Slavery was to be abolished. As a practical question it was now 
lying in the hands of the government, whose business it was to 

evise the means of its execution. He added some remarks on the 
position of the Catholic clergy ; and closed by saying, with much 
animation, that it would be a glorious day for the world when 
there should no longer be a slave in it. 

In the evening there sat down to dinner about os gentle- 
men, M, Passy, vice-president of the society, being in the chair, 
After dinner, M. Passy, in a few words, expressed to the British 
deputies the cordiality with which they were received in Paris, as 
coadjutors in the great cause of human freedom, and then called 
on Mr. Scoble to address the meeting on behelf of the deputation. 

Mr. Scoble spoke at considerable length, and was heard with 
tee interest. He was followed by M M. Lamartine and Odillon 

ot; but we must postpone the report of the eloquent 
addresses of these gentlemen to our next number. 

On Thursday morning, the deputation had the pleasure of 
breakfasting with nearly thirty gentlemen of colour, resident. in 
Paris, whom they had invited for this purpose to their hotel. In 
this company were included M M. L’Instant, of Hayti, Scheelcher, 
from Martinique, Bissette, editor of the Revue des Colonies, the 
abbé Goujon, from Martinique, the abbé Angelique, about to go 
to that island ; together with several young men from various 

arts of the West Indies, pursuing their studies at the Polytechnic 
hool at Paris with a view to return. Several of these friends 
expressed their sentiments after breakfast, in a very pleasing 
manner ; and some gave, from personal knowledge, a most melan- 
choly account of slavery in the French colonies, especially in 
Cayenne. On the whole the deputies were much interested with 
this interview ; and regarded with much gratification the pledges 
it afforded of the y, Lap ian elevation of the whole coloured race. 

In the evening the deputies dined with M. Guizot, the minister 
of foreign affairs, and they cannot but acknowledge the frank 
and cond courtesy they received. 

On Friday many of the deputies left Paris. Such as remained, 
however, received two invitations for Saturday evening ; one from 
Dr. Matter, a professor in the Royal University ; and another from 
M. — editor of Le Temps. Both these invitations were 
acc e 

Such is our narrative ; and we trust that, while it affords infor- 
mation to our friends generally, it will secure’ for the deputation 
the approbation of those on whose behalf they have acted. At 
Paris they were placed in delicate circumstances, in which it 
might have been easy to do mischief; and the caution by which 
this has been saaeey avoided can scarcely be without its advan- 
tages. Disappointed of the public meeting which they had been 
invited to attend, they did their utmost to promote, by such 
means as were left to them, the great cause to which they were 
devoted.. In the acceptance of the personal courtesies which 
were heaped upon them, they did not ft their grand object. 
Every where the anti-slavery cause was with them a prominent 
topic of conversation ; and the free intercourse, of which they 
have had copious opportunities with so many men of dis- 
tinction in France, must have effectively tended to propagate the 
views entertained on this side of the Doe and to increase the 
amount, already very considerable, of moral and —- feeling, 
st ag the great measure of abolition will y be carried 

ugh. 

At the same time, the journey of twenty gentlemen to Paris 
on such an object, from various and distant parts of Great Britain 
and Ireland, must be a demonstration to France of the deep-interest 
felt in this country on the subject of emancipation ; and to French 
pubereriyenecs: cpg , of the great importance which is attached 
to their p ings. They will not fail to be convinced by it, how 
earnest our hopes and ex: i not merely that Seco in 
the French colonies shall be abolished, but that it be abolished 
in a manner so speedy, and on principles so just, that an example 
shall thus be given to the nations, and an ulse to the cause, 
which neither the love of power, nor the lust of gain, shall be able 
to resist. No nation can have a nobler calling France has at 
this moment. And we have but one desire for her—it is, that 
she may prove herself worthy of it. 











STATE OF BRITISH GUIANA, 
(From the Guiana Gazette.) 


WE are very sorry to be obliged to say that the strike still con- 
tinues, and that, of the hundred and forty sugar estates in the 
two counties, there are not above forty, at the utmost, upon which 
any labour is now performed, or has been since the strike com- 
menced, In Berbice, as no attempt was made to alter the relations 
between labourers and employers, no disagreement took place, and 
the labourers are working as usual. 

That the planters, or most of them, had and have reason 
for the reduction of wages to the old amount fixed at. the termi- 
nation of the apprenticeship, is very true. They were driven to 
the reduction by sheer necessity, and the charge made against 
them by some of the island papers, of a disposition to spunge the 
‘labourers, and to engross the profits of their labour without a fair 
remuneration; is unjust and untrue. 

At the same time it must be confessed that the method the 
took to bring about this reduction—under any circumstances att 
with any management a matter of delicacy and difficulty—were 
the very worst which could ibly have been devised. They 
began with an open public eimbiantion, a hint which the labourers 
took at once, he acted upon with remarkable unanimity. Instead 
of confining themselves to a simple reduction of wages, they added 
to it many rules and regulations highly obnoxious to’ the 
labourers, and of very little or no advantage to the estates. Instead 
of reasoning with the labourers, and endeavouring to convince 
them of the necessity of a reduction—a plan which ho to 
have been entirely successful upon every estate upon which it was 
tried—the proposed changes were digested by a number of self- 
constituted agricultural committees into a dogmatic code of printed 
rules and regulations, which, in many cases, and we believe in 
most, were stuck up on the plantation buildings, or dictatorially 
read to the labourers as a “new law that had come out”— 
a proceeding which the labourers interpreted into an attempt to 
impose upon them, and which they very highly resented as an 
effort to re-establish the former despotic authority of their masters, 
which, if not resisted in the beginning, might be constantly 
repeated, till they were deprived of every shadow of free agency. 
Indeed, several of the proposed rules and lations have been 
declared by the law officers of the crown to be illegal, as interfering 
with the acts of parliament and orders in counci] made for the 
protection of the labourers. 

These three blunders on the part of the proprietors pro- 
duced that strike among the labourers, which it required but an 
exceedingly moderate knowledge of human nature to have fore- 
seen. hen those who had done the mischief found out the pre- 
dicament they were in, they intimated—though they have not 
made any public and general declaration to that effect, similar to 
the promulgation of the rules and regulations—that they were 
willing to relinquish all the new rules, except those which related 
to the reduction of wages. But the labourers have now grown 
unreasonable in their turn, and, flushed with their easy victory 
thus far, having, in spite of all the threats of their employers, 
maintained quiet possession of their cottages, they insist peremp- 
torily that they will not work except for precisely the old wages ; 
and, as both parties to the quarrel are as obstinate specimens 
humanity as any portion of the world can furnish, there is no 
saying where the matter will end. 

The reason why the labourers have thus far been left in 

sion of their cottages is three fold. In the first place, the p rs 
have hesitated about driving off those labourers to whose presence 
the estates owe almost their entire value, and who, if once driven 
off, might never return ; secondly, the law does not allow them 
to dispossess the labourers without paying them an indemnity for 
their growing provisions; and 
great unwillingness to pass any law accurately defining the right 
of the labourers to the cottages they occupy, they are left at thi 
unlucky moment without any legal me of effecting their 
remo the same tedious and expensive process which the 
law has provided for removi tenant of a planta- 
tion, or the not very desirable method of taking off the doors; 
windows, and roofs, and so rendering the cottages uninhabitable. 
Some of the planters, we believe, entertain the opinion that they 
have-a right to empty the cottages by force; but, in addition to 
the other objections to employing this method, the legality of it is 
by no means clear. 

In the mean time, a few great capitalists, or their representa- 
tives, are chuckling over the present state of things, consoling 
themselves with the idea, that within a very short period ec 
will be able to buy up the abandoned plantations for a song, and; 
by luring back the present labourers and a 0 pre- 
sently amass splendid fortunes. A few have the 


disregard the rules and regulations alto, r, and are fast 
up their cottages to overflowing with rers from the neigh- 


bouring estates. A few chivalrous attorneys, whose estates 
were doing very well, and ig ea yale ppg ered 
if they had, having canes on hand, and their fields in ¢ 
cultivation, might have afforded to pay them at least till the. 
was off—have taken the present rg we to show 

e ¢€ 


friendly feeling for their neighbours a of their prin 
prone, Sg cell with their labourers without ihe sligheng 


occasion it; while a very 
which had 


en behind-hand, and of which the 
run short of funds, are oni. ix 6 
sooner than otherwise they would have 3 








ly and lastly, out of their . 


te | 


considerable number of estates; — : 
y pastening te change de a little 5» 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


The Committee have been sorry to learn that some of their friends in 
the country have not been able conveniently or regularly to procure the 
Reporter. They beg, therefore, to say, that, if, in cases of 
difficulty, information be sent to the Anti-slavery office, their best en- 
deavours shall be used to supply a arg: ; ; 
Subscriptions and Donations to the British and Foreign Anti-Slavery 
Society may be forwarded to the Treasurer (G. W. Alexander, Esq.) at 
the Society’s Office, 27, New Broad Street, London. 
Communications for the Editor of the Anti Slavery Reporter also should 
be sent to the Office of the Society, as above. 


: Anti-Slavery Ieporter. 


LONDON, Marcu 23rp._ . 











WE are happy to find that the measures taken by the government 
towards renewing the exportation of Indian labourers to Mauritius 
are exciting a lively interest throughout the country, and that 
means of a very effective description are in i in order to 
defeat them. - We trust that the friends of humanity will still 
more extensively be on the alert, and that they will universally 
uit themselves with prompt and vigorous fidelity. 
he discussion in the House of Commons it is now arranged shall 
take place on the 4th of April ; and an opportunity is thus given 
for more extended action, which we hope will not be lost. The 
friends of humanity every where should read and distribute the 
important pamphlet which has been published by the British 
ona} Foreign Anti-Slavery Committee, at the very small price of 
por wg ‘7 means of which the subject of Coolie exportation 
ill be clearly understood and justly appreciated. 
We have placed on record in our columns to-day, the important 
ice in reference to this subject which occurred in the 
ouse of Commons on the Ist instant. Much are we pleased 
with many of the observations of Mr. Vernon Smith ; but we call 
particular attention to the declaration of Mr. Hogg—an authority 
on such a question of the greatest possible weight—that the pro- 
posal to protect emigrants by means of inspectors at the different 
ports was worse than useless, and that the very security now pro- 
posed by Lord Stanley existed at Calcutta at the very time when 
the greatest enormities were committed. Mr. Hoge's opinion is 
clearly this, that at present, should the restrictions be relaxed, the 
Indian government is not in a condition to prevent the commission 
of enormities equivalent to a revival of the slave-trade. In the 
face of such an opinion it is marvellous to us that the government 
can persevere, and the fact that they do so is a painful indication 
that they are under the = of some sinister influence. The 
sound sense and genuine humanity of the British public must 
come to their rescue ; and not to theirs only, but to that of the 
many thousands of our Indian fellow eo) who are on the 
verge of being sacrificed to the cupidity of Mauritian planters. 





WE have given to-day a consecutive narration of the proceedin 
which have taken place in Paris. There is much reason to 
that our friends who went from various parts of Great 
and Ireland have been favoured with safety, both by land 
and by sea; and we trust they have all been permitted to see their 
es in peace. Much gratitude is due to them, for the fatigue 
they have undertaken, and for the fidelity and wisdom with 
w under circumstances of delicacy and disappointment, the 
have pursued the object of their asco On the other hand, 
most cordial thanks are due to the members of the French Aboli- 
tion Society, who certainly could not have forescen the issue 
which frustrated their plan, and who have done everything in the 
way of personal courtesy to compensate its failure. The measure 
adopted _ the French government we have no inclination to 
discuss. We observe with pleasure, that they declare their con- 
currence in the object of the intended meeting, namely, the 
abolition of slavery ; nor shall we yield ourselves to any suspicion 
of their insincerity. We hold them rather, in the sight of Euro 
and the world, to the avowal which they have thus spontaneously 
made, and require from them a course which harmonize 
with it. The report of the commission inted to recommend 
a measure for the abolition of slavery in the French colonies will 
soon be in their hands; and their mode of dealing with it will 
form the most decisive commentary on the language they have 


employed. * 


Tue letter of Mr. Allen, which we have inserted in another 
ee makes a most astounding disclosure of the frauds which 
ve been resorted to for the purpose of inducing the unwary to 
go to Jamaica, and will be read both with amazement and indig- 
ate: yagi not sure that Scape of —— element ho 
u — in this case, who, strange to say, have 
let off the culprits on simply disgorging the any they had 
received, A pretty specimen is here afforded of the colonial notion 
of free emigration. — : 








Jas Afvicans of the ‘dudetod are safe at Sierra Leone. We have 


ure of inserting the following extract of a letter to Mr. 
wig eg Steele, one of the party who accompanied them 





Sierra Leone, January 27 1842. 


gilt left Now York on board the barque Gentleman, with the liberated 


, on the 27th October. We reached the Cape de Verds on the 





ist of January, and remained four or five days. Arrived at Freetown on 
the 15th. Our company are all well. The liberated men are from the 
vicinity of the Gallinas. I purpose to go on an exploring tour in a few 
days to secure a proper location and a safe return for the company. 
‘Aihough the men were from different places, and even of different trtbes, 
they all purpose to settle together. Some of their countrymen who are in 
‘this colony purpose to accompany them. We hope that by the blessing 
of God, our enterprise will be crowned with success, although there may 
be many difficulties yet to be surmounted, 
(Signed) Your friend, 
James STEELE. 





WE have inserted elsewhere an article from the Guiana Gazette, 

iving an account of the present state of that colony under the 
infatuated proceedings of the planters. Here we lay before 
our readers an extract of a letter from a well-known and trust- 
worthy correspondent on the spot, in relation to the same subject. 


George Town, Demerara, January, 25th, 1842. 

From the foolish—yea, mad proceeding of the planters, it seems as if 
they were bent on accomplishing their own ruin and that of the province, 
To talk of immigration, and of encouraging the labourers of other countries 
to come hither to better their condition, at the very moment that they are 
contriving to reduce the peasantry below starvation point, is an absurdity 
which wants a name ; and to represent the high advantages of people of 
other climes venturing their fortunes in a province which they proclaim to 
be on the verge of ruin seems tragically preposterous. I have enclosed 
for you a copy of the rules and regulations, which was recently put into 
my hand ; and by this mail have also sent you the Gazette and Advertiser of 
to-day, in which you will find a summary for home readers, containing (as 
I apprehend) a pretty accurate account of the present position of planters 
aor labourers. I was not aware, however, till I read the said summary, 
that the planters had offered to do away with the rules and regulations, nor 
do I think it is so extensively. The governor has acted nobly and kindly 
towards the people, which has brought on him a volley of abuse. The 
labourers have confided in him, and would take his advice in any reason- 
able thing. He has advised them to quiet, patience, and moderation ; at 
the same time that he has made them to understand that the law will afford 
equal protection to them and to their employers. Whatever may be 
thought or said of him by friends or foes, he has, in my judgment, under 
present circumstances, been the true friend of the province. Nor has he 
shut his ear to the cry of the distressed immigrants. In the case of the 
Sierra Leone people, he has used means for the fulfilment of the engage- 
ment under which they were induced to emigrate hither. Two of them 
called on me after they had seen the governor, whose attention to them is 
calculated to inspire confidence that he will do the thing that is right as 
relates to their circumstances, 





It is, we think, with t justice, that our valued contemporary, 
the Barbados Liberal, Firects the attention of British abolitionists 
to the following short but pithy extract, which he had culled from 
the Port of Spain (Trinidad) Gazette. 

We may mention in this place, that the captured Africans sent to St. 
Helena have become so burthensone to the government, that a consent to 
their removal to these colonies has been obtained. Of these a fair propor- 
tion will be allowed to Trinidad. We have understood also, that, by way 
of reimbursing itself for the expense to which it has been subjected for 
their support in St, Helena, the government will allow them to be appren- 
ticed for two years, on the payment of £4 sterling per head by their em- 
ployers. In this case it will be necessary to extend the provisions of the 
immigration ordinance. 

The British government, selling the liberated Africans into a 
second slavery for £4 a head! It is incredible. But, lest such an 
enormity should be in the wind, we shall be on the qui vive. 











EXTRAORDINARY DISCLOSURE: JAMAICA 
EMIGRATION. 


| To the Editor of the Anti-Slavery Reporter. | 


RespxcreD Frienp,—Although we have used very active exer- 
tions in Ireland to endeavour to put a stop to the destructive 
attempts to allure our poor countrymen to the pestilential climate 
of Jamaica, and apparently with much success, yet, from seein 
in a Jamaica ne , a short time since, an announcement o 
two or three emigrant vessels having arrived there lately, and of 
more being expected, I have since been apprehensive that some 
underhand system — ee on in and Scotland, as well 
as in Ireland, by which numbers of the peasantry and artizans 
were still ed to abandon their homes, tempted by false 
representations. 

Anevidence of this I observed some time since, in the announce- 
ment of, I think, the Salisbury Journal, that “thirty labourers 
had just left Melksham, bound for Jamaica,” in consequence of 
the very flattering ‘accounts received from some who gone 
out before. 

A full exposé has, however, just taken place in Westport, 
county Mayo,—which, to use the words of the chairman of the 
bench of magistrates, John D. Browne, ex M.P for Mayo, disclosed 
“a most atrocious consp against the bodies and souls of the 
unfortunate people who were foolish enough to be duped by the 
enticing promises held out.” a 

The actors in this affair were the parish school-master at 
Ballinrobe, named Armstrong, backed by a certificate of high 
character, and of being his cree for all monies advanced from 
the society, from the protestant rector of that place, James 
Anderson, who, though acquitted of criminal connivance in the 
affair, was considered so culpable by the chairman as to call forth 
the following expression from him ;—“As chairman of this bench, I 
really feel myself called on to state that, in writing the letter 





which I read sometime since, you, James Anderson, acted a yery 
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declaration from the chairman 
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indiscreet and injudicious There was also another actor in 
the scene—a man named a hatter, who filled the post 
of sub-agent for Westport, under ong. ae 

Armstrong, it appears, represented himself as an emigration 
agent for the Jamaica er ae and put forth most extraordi- 

statements of that the peasantry would realize in emi- 
grating to Jamaica. On his examination, however, the only 
authority he could shew were two letters from “ H. Hendriks, 
West India Emigration Society, 8, Great Winchester Street, Lon- 
don,” one of which letters contained the following—*“ At present 
I cannot say if we shall send any more people, but you soon 
know, and my plan must be for to receive the money from 
them, and either remit it to me, or a it on account of your com- 
mission.” Flanagan, as I said before, acted as deputy for Arm- 
strong, and the principal exposé took place in Westport, where he 
lived ; although it is But justice to him to say, that he pe ge to 
have received little for his of the iniquitous work. In conse- 
quence of the delay which fortunately took place in getting the 
emigrants off, discontent spread, and the ap was made to the 
magistrates by some of the poor people, who had sold their little 
holdings and were thrown on the world. I can hardly better 
illustrate the system which was followed, and which I greatly fear 
is at work both amongst us and you, than by quoting portions of 
the evidence of one or two of the poor deluded people, who, it is 
an to say, were additionally gulled by being auiand by Flan: 
“that he had Lord Sligo’s letter, with a big gold seal, authorizing 
the emigration.” - 

Edward Cannon, a fine strapping young fellow about twenty- 
one years of age, who bore an excellent character, after describing 
the inducements held out to him, said Flanagan told him that, 
“supposing every thing else to fail, he would be sure to make a great 
Sortune out of the shanks of pipes made of gold, thrown away by the 
blacks ; that each emigrant was to get a house and abundance of 
land rent free, and to be paid 4s, Gd. a day for doing his own work ; 
cattle were in abundance, he stated, and we were to have as many 
of them as we liked, without cost.” 

Daniel Kelly, who had paid in £6. 15s. as emigration money 
for himself, wife, and family, was told, that “any woman that 
could wash was sure of getting 4s. 6d. for washing a shirt—1s. 6d. 
for a chemise—1s. 6d. for a cap, and 7s. 6d. for ing up a lady’s 
gown. If we wanted rum, we would have nothing to do but run 
an auger into one of the trees, and out it would flow, brandy 
would pop from another, and there was the bread-fruit tree, on 
which grew the most beautiful white sixpenny loaves! !” These 
on but small —— of the shameful delusions practised to allure 

e poor e. 

The pak” exbbicntiany part appears to be, that the culprits 
were let offon re ying the money they had received from their 
intended victims, although Armstrong declared he had previously 
“sent many out.” This was done in the face of the following 
3—* Really I never recollect so 
diabolical a scheme and conspiracy against the humbler classes of 
society. The curse of the duped victims cannot but fall on the 
guilty agents. Men who carry on such a nefarious and iniquitous 
scheme, are not a whit less guilty than those who publicly traffic in 
pene Sesh, and yet the defendants professed Christian principles, 
Sorsooth !” 

Ihave written the above hasty and imperfect account of this 
transaction, in the hope it may excite the friends of the anti-slavery 
cause to vigilance throughout those counties. The Mayo Tele- 
graph, from which I have obtained the information, deserves great 
credit for its exposure of the affair. Respectfully thy friend, 

RicwarD ALLEN, 
Secretary to the Hibernian Anti-Slavery Society. 

Dublin, 15th of Third Month, 1842. ; 





THE BEY OF TUNIS, 


Answer of the Bey of Tunis to the address presented to him, 
thanking him for the penny, steps which he had taken to 
abolish slavery in his dominions, signed by the British residents of 
Gibraltar, Cadiz, Florence, Naples, j,Leghorn, Smyrna, Tripoli, 


Malta, and Cozo. 
(Translation. ) 


“ Praise be to God! 

“ From the servant of God, Musheer Ahmed Bashaw Bey, 
sovereign — of the dominions of Tunis, to the perfectly 
honoured Englishmen united together for the amelioration of the 
human race, in the city or country of . . . . . . May God 
honour them ! 

‘“* We have received the letter which you have forwarded to us 
by the honoured and revered Richardson, congratulating us upon 
the measures that we have adopted for the glory of ey Rede g to 
arg pag them from the brute creation. 

“‘ Your letter has filled us with joy and satisfaction. 

“ May God aid us in our cage A he enable us to accom- 
plish the objects of our hopes—and may he aceept this our work ! 

“ Mey ‘he live continually under the protection of God 

dpe Sa : 

« Given at Tunis, 26th dy Elhojah, 1257 (7th Feb. 1842). 

To this document, which has been kindly forwarded to us b 
Mr. Richardson, we have much pleasure in adding the following 
extract of a letter from him. ; 

Lazaretto of Malta, 2nd March, 1842. 
- Dzar Sir,—I have only to request you to’ read the answer o¢ 











the Bey of Tunis to the address which 1 presented to 

to you that my mission (I hope with the Divine blessing) has been 
perfectly successful. The Bey received me with the greatest kind- 
ness, and requested my acceptance of a snuff box set with dia- 
monds, as a memorial of his friendship. 

I went, whilst in Tunis, to see the demolished slave-market. I 
felt, deeply when I saw the ruin of this c iniquity. Hundreds 
of years human beings had been e r sale in that place, like 
cattle ! How strange that a Mussalman state should tear down tha 
den of traffic for the bodies and souls of men, while in christian 
America this foul system still flourishes in such vigour!! How 
dreadful the responsibility of the Americans! 

I made many inquiries as to the feeling of the Moors on this 
subject. I am most happy to say that the greater part are in 
favour of the Bey, but all obey. Ifslaves now. are sold in Tunis, 
it is contraband, and with the greatest secrecy. It is now only 
exchange, one proprietor giving his slave to another proprietor for 
his. But all this is done in darkness. No slave can be bought or 
sold by the laws of the country. The prohibition is complete and 
absolute. And many of the courtiers of the Bey, following his 
noble example, are liberating their slaves—/for ever ! 


Yours respectfully, 
J. Scoble, Esq. 


JamEs Ricnarpson,* 

* I forgot to say, that, when the Bey received the address, he said per- 
sonally to me among other things—* I began with pleasure the abolition of 
nerf and will not cease to prosecute the great work of emancipation, 
until I have completely extirpated slavery from my dominions.” 





CAPE OF GOOD HOPE: RESULTS OF EMANCIPATION, - 


We have much pleasure in laying before our readers the follow- 
ing extract of a letter from the Cape of Good Hope, dated in 
December last. 

“On a late visit to the town of Stellenbosch (about twenty- 
four miles from Cape Town), I was much gratified to perceive the 
truly pleasing effects of emancipation upon the coloured people 
of that place. I may mention one fact, which speaks volumes for 
the moral improvement of the late slaves, namely, that the jail, 
iene: you are aware is the prison of a very extensive district), 

¢ not contained a single prisoner for nearly four months. 

“ We visited the free schools under the care of the rev. Mr. 
Luckoff, a German missionary. The average attendance of chil- 
dren is between 250 and 290; they were in excellent order, and 
their 3 ot in education was very satisfactory. 

“*We were afterwards much gratified in seeing a working meet- 
ing of adult females of colour, who meet every Wednesday to 

ur for charitable re Forty-five women were present 
and they had a most cheerful and cleanly appearance. Kn n aged 
lady was presiding, and ing the scriptures to them. 

e remembered that these females were, only a short period since 
in a state of degrading slavery, their present occupation and 
opr ce rendered the scene one of heartfelt interest ; and for- 
cibly reminded us how wonderfully the Divine Being had over- 
ruled all their trials, and converted their afflictions into blessings. 

“ On the evening of the 1st of December, being the anniversary 
of a in this colony, Mr. Luckoff held a service in the 
chapel (which had been recently irc ge and preached to an 
attentive ring Si ger from the wo *The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad.’ Nearly one thousand 
persons were present, chiefly coloured people. I observed the 
excellent civil commissioner,g{Mr. Van Réyneveld, present ; he 
is Koel first and foremost in promoting the real interests of the 
place. se 

“The school belonging to the Wesleyan society here —— 
an attendance of from forty-five to sixty’ childves. The rey. Mr. 
Edwards delivered an address to a respectable congregation on the 
morning of the Ist of December, on which day the sounds of riot 
and revelry were not to be heard, but the voice of joy and 
preven aig, Fon mercies received, and prayers for their continu- 
ance were offered in various parts of this interesting town.” 





Parlfamentary Broceedinas. 


HOUSE OF COMMONS, MARCH 1, 
HILL COOLIES, 

Mr. Vernon Suiru, in inviting the attention of the house to the subject 
upon which he had given notice of motion, said he should have been un- 
willing to have addressed himself to so great a subject, if the noble lord the 
Secretary for the Colonies had himself taken up the matter, and directed 
the attention of the house to it. Hé (Mr. Vernon Smith) could assure the 
house, however, that he had no intention whatever of retarding the progress 
of improvement in the Mauritius, or any of the West India islands. In 
order to make the house aware of the present position of the question, it 
would, he feared, be necessary for him to recapitulate, however briefly, 
the princi apr pe connected = - E mapaene(s — the cay 
cipation Act— id sacrifice made by 1 — is country 
the relief of their ing fellow-creatures—some West India ietors, 
conceiving that the effect of the measure would probably Helly sre 
their profits, cast their eyes about the world -for the purpose of finding 
labour to compete with of the emanci , imagining that the 





latter would prefer a life of ease and to labour, pee ee no 
y snoee eligible araten ol mepile tan the baa ies, and it would be remem- 
bered that an importation took place in 1837 from India to the West Indies. ee 
ity, give offenceto 


He did not wish to sa og Se that could, by 
i u 


parties interested, and he should therefore pass lightly over the facts which 
ee ries to ta consti Whisk bad srigtttind ie toe cher cae Cat parlie- 
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ment. But this much he might say, that he believed it was owing to the 
management of certain es in British Guiana that the question first 


‘mismanagemen 
-excited public interest in this country. In 1838, Lord Brougham, whose 


yes were ever to the distresses of the black lation in every part 
the world, made one of the most magnificent and heart-rending speeches 
ever heard in the House of Lords, on the subject of the importation of the 
Hil Coolies into British Guiana. From that moment the importation of 
the Coolies was stopped, and nothing would satisfy the people but a com- 
plete prohibition by the Governor-general of India. Some time after- 
wards his (Mr. Vernon Smith’s) noble friend took occasion, in introducing 
the Colonial Passengers’ Bill, to intimate his intention of taking some steps 
with respect to the Hill Coolies. The right honourable gentleman opposite, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, had then suggested to the noble lord that 
he had better issue an order in council], and upon that the discussion in that 
hoase might be taken. But the noble lord had not considered it necessary 
to issue an order in council for the purpose of raising the discussion, 
and a few days afterwards the right hon. baronet, now member for Dor- 
chester, had proposed that a bill should be introduced, and the discussion 
taken thereupon, That was then the opinion of that right honourable gen- 
tleman, that the proper way would be to introduce a bill. The question 
had proceeded, a division had been bad, and the right honourable and 
learned gentleman, then member for the Tower Hamlets, had taken an 
active part in the opposition. But it bad not been until the third reading 
of the bill, and upon the question that the bill do pass, the measure bad 
been thrown out, mainly by the agency of the right honourable baronet the 
member for Dorchester, who had come down to the house with one of 
those heavy pounding speeches he was in the habit of occasionally making. 
The right honourable gentleman had been then for delay—he had said he 
would not be called upon to legislate until a definite plan had been laid 
before him. Upon tbat ground, aided by the influence and active exertions 
of an hon. gentleman opposite, a director of the East India Company, the 
measure was defeated. He (Mr. V. Smith) would not say that a govern- 
ment was not bound to adopt the acts of its predecessors; but he thought 
it rather strange that a government should not fulfil pledges which they 
themselves had forcibly exacted from the preceding ministry. He con- 
tended that there was nothing in the papers upon the subject to justify 
the noble lord opposite (the Secretary hor the Colonies) in the course 
he had adopted ; and if the opinions upon which he had acted were not 
so valuable and weighty as to overbear all opposition, and if they did 
not show a complete and absolute necessity for the steps the noble lord 
had taken, then he thought the noble lord ought, in the execution of his 
duty as Secretary for the Colonies, to have invited the attention of the 
house to the subject. He (Mr. V. Smith) would now proceed to the 
examination of evidence. The subject was of the greatest importance, 
affecting not only the interest of the proprietors in the Mauritius, but 
affecting also the feelings, happiness, and vital interests of hundreds of 
thousands of their fellow-creatures. The report that had been presented to 
liament had been drawn up by six gentlemen appointed for that purpose 
yy the Governor-general of India. One of those gentlemen, Major Arthur, 
had returned to country, and his opinion might be put aside for the 
nt, as it had been fully expressed to his (Mr. V. Smith’s) noble friend. 
there were five other gentlemen, the majority of whom, namely three, 
hed signed the report, and the conclusion arrived at in that report was 
adverse to the importation of Hill Coolies from the East Indies to the 
Mauritius. Another minute had indeed been published by Mr. Dowson, 
one of the recusant commissioners ; but that gentleman happened to be 
himself largely engaged in the importation of Hill Cvolies (bear, hear}, 
and his was, naturally enough, favourable to the trade in which he 
was engaged. Mr. J. P. Grant also had delivered another report, which, 
pon the whole, was favourable to the importation; but there were certain 
dints in his rt which seemed to bear another conclusion. ‘hat gen- 
‘theman had divided the abuses, which he admitted existed, under three heads, 
viz., abuses in India, abuses at sea, and abuses in the Mauritius. One of the 
abuses which that gentleman had acknowledged existed in India was, that 
the only persons through whose agency the exportation could be prevented 
“were the age and they were themselves engaged in the system [hear, 
hear]. abuses at sea appeared to him of particular importance. It 
happened that on every occasion’some of the Coolies had thrown themselves 
overboard, although, as Mr. Grant contended, they were perfectly happy 
and contented. t gentleman’s solution of the problem was not a little 
extraordinary, for he said these people threw themselves overboard in order 
that they might be picked up. The abuse in the Mauritius was, that the 
slave owners were not fit to be entrusted with the ent of 
Coolies. Yet in spite of these three points of abuse, which Mr. 
Grant distinctly admitted and acknowledged, he expressed himself as favour- 
able to the exportation of these Coolies. The next paper, and the most 
important of all, to which he should direct the attention of the house, was 
a minute drawn up by Lord Auckl the Governor-general of India. 
The whole of the plan had been submitted to the council, but the minute 
of Lord Auckland was of peculiar importance, because if there was any one 
to whose humanity and sterling good sense such a question could be safely 
entrusted, it was that nobleman. If that noble lord had presented to the 
country and parliament a complete case, and had said he was prepared to 
-act upon orders; if he had expressed his decided opinion that such and 
t benefit to the le of India and to the 
; then he (Mr. V. Smith) thought the noble lord would have been 
in taking any course, however expeditious. But he (Mr. V. 
). would read to the house some points from the minute of Lord 
Auckland. The noble lord, after statin he had read the report of the 
commissioners, said—‘The attention which I have been able to give to 
the su has led me to no very satis general conclusion upon it, 
“as it'does the difficult question of opening emigration to many 
: and even foreign colonies. I am clearly of opinion that the present 


tn 


law, which, to a ‘degree, restricts the freedom of labour and of move- 


Ment to ion, is most objectionable in principle ; 
that it cee oa range \jurious and vexatious in operation ; that it 
should not be as permanent, and that no safe De apte we should 
-be. omitted of relaxing it. 1 do not, however, believe this law is yet 
felt as pressing hard upon the rights and interests of the natives of India. 
‘poss of obtaining igh wages i too lealy established and is t00 ite 





‘want, Tt was upon no understood - 
of an active agency, that the first 


emigrants were induced to seek their fortunes in the Mauritius; and whe- 
ther the many who have since done so have done it to their own good or 
evil, is a proposition which has yet to be solved, and which there have not 
been time and ex sufficient to determine.” 

Further on, the noble lord proceeded to say—“ The number of labourers 
required is so great, that it could not be supplied by those only who could 
calculate the advantages of change. Even for the well understood 
contracts of the soldier or the sailor, it is known into what tricks and acts 
of violence the low, and sometimes even the higher agent, is led; and 
when, for the supply of thousands and thousands of labourers to various 
remote settlements, the iniquitous craft of this great city find its account 
in acting the crimp upon those who are simple and unguarded, I eatly 
fear that, though amendment and caution would no doubt come with time, 
no strictness of regulation, and no vigilance on the part of the authorities, 
would immediately prevent the frequent infliction of grievous oppressions 
and deceits upon large numbers of persons helpless from their poverty, 
and from their utter ignorance and inexperience.’ 

Speaking of the police Lord Auckland said : 

“ The police of the city may, no doubt, be stimulated to a jealous 
alertness on the subject, and perhaps Mr. Grant bas in some degree 
exaggerated the reproach to which that police has in many instances laid 
itself open. It is, however, but too true that this branch of our service is 
most defective and ineffective, and the different experiments which have 
been tried for its reform, have generally ended in sag jor grpere 

With respect to the importation to the Mauritius, Lord Auckland said, 
“ It will be for her Majesty’s government to decide whether distinctions 
as to the supply of labour can be admitted between the several crown 
settlements. As respects the interests for which we are more specially 
responsible, I would say that my objections are asSuredly the strongest to 
dealings of this description with the colonies and settlements which are 
most distant. The sea passage to them is, from its very length, liable to 
suffering and to hazard ; we could not follow the emigrant with our care 
and protection, and we do not know to what laws or usage he might be 
consigned. With the Mauritius, however, the case is different ; itis a 
British settlement, easily accessible from India, and open to our observa- 
tion ; and if the question were that of opening emigration to that island 
alone, I would willingly attempt to meet the difficulties which might be 
opposed to us, and I should hope shortly and gradually in a very on 
measure to overcome them by a plan such as has been suggested by 
Mr, Grant.” , 
But Lord Auckland did not express his approval of such a course as 
that taken by the noble lord, the Secretary for the Colonies,as would be 
seen from the following passage :— 

** We must remember, however, that in hres 3 emigration to the 
Mauritius, it would be necessary to guard against the possibility of 
labourers shipped nominally for that island being carried elsewhere, or 
their being inveigled while on the island into contracts of service in other 
settlements, where we could have no security for their treatment. The 
interests of the masters in the colony would be a powerful check against 
the latter evil ; and I should not despair of our being able to provide 
duly for both of these objects.” 

he noble lord went on to say, 
“ But after we shall have been satisfied of the safety of emigration to 
the Mauritius itself, we sball still have to consider that such emigration 
could scarcely be allowed without its leading also to a renewed emigration 
of labourers, chiefly British subjects, from Pondicherry, or other European 
Spe ee in India, to foreign colonies.” 
in,— 

“The home authorities alone will be able to determine how far the 
cordial co-operation of foreign governments is to be relied on in the steady 
enforcement of measures of effectual precaution and protection within the 
limits of their settlements.” ; 5 
He (Mr. Vernon Smith) was yet to learn that the noble lord opposite 
could depend upon the cordial co-operation of foreign governments. 
Looking to the tone adopted by another government, on a question akin to 
the present, namely, the right of search in relation to the slave-trade, it 
would not appear that an application by the noble lord to them for co- 
operation on this point would be very successful—considering also the 
jealousy that country had shown of our colonial prosperity. Lord 
Auckland, however, concluded his minute by an exposition of his plan, 
and he (Mr. V. Smith) would be glad to know if that was the experiment . 
which the noble lord opposite intended to make. Lord Auckland said— 

“ If, therefore, all plans for an extended emigration should be for the 
present rejected by the home authorities, and if the expediency of some 
relaxation of the existing Iaw should nevertheless be admitted, I should 
be disposed to regulate but little, to have for such a restricted purpose no 
cumbrous machinery of inspectors, and protectors, and examiners, but 
simply to declare that no ship shall take more than ten or twenty such 
passengers, perhaps not more than one, for every twenty-five tons of each 
vessel. A provision of this kind would be open to none of the objections 
by which the adoption of a larger measure may be impeded, and it would 
take off the character of excessive and impolitic, if not unjust, restraint, 
from the enactment as it at present stands.’ mae 

The whole minute of Lord Auckland was so doubtful in its tone, and the 
recommendations contained in it were so cautiously worded, that he (Mr. 
Vernon Smith) contended the noble lord opposite was not justified in 
taking the step he had done, without appealing to parliament for the pur- 

of ascertaining what was the sense of the country upon the question. 
The hon. member here read a passage from an opinion expressed by Mr. 
rinsep, and several extracts from the British India Magasine, illustrative 
of the amount of wages generally earned by the Coolies in the Mauritius, 
the mortality among them, and their disinclination to return there when 
they had once quitted the colony.] According to the evidence, there was 
no desire on the part of these people to return to the state in which they 
bad been stated to be so comfortable and well off. Previous to the intro- 
duction of the noble lord’s bill, an order in council had in a cor- 
ner of the Gaxette relative to the Hill Coolies, and anyt more feeble 
and useless than that order he (Mr. V. Smith) had never seen: it was 
completely illustrative of that position which was vulgarly called putting 
the cart before the horse. Now, if his noble friend, the late for 
the Colonies, had put forth such an order, it would have been 
stigmatized as the rash and reckless conduct of a whig 9 who 








scrupled not to overturn any institution in their eager after popu- 
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larity. He (Mr. V. Smith) wished to know if the order had been issued 
with the knowledge of the East India Company. That body had pre- 
sented a petition adverse to the principle of the measure, and it might, 
perbaps, have been convenient to ascertain in the first instance if they 
approved of the course about to be pursued. But how was it that the 
noble lord (Lord Stanley) handled the rege ab Why, in the most 
awkward manner possible. He presented this order in council ; for what 

urpose ? Not to execute anything, but merely, as it would appear, to pro- 
voke the council in India. It was an instrument issued as a compliment, 
he (Mr. V. Smith) supposed, to the planters of the Mauritius, but the only 
effect of it could be to provoke the council in India. He thought to have seen 
in the papers presented by the noble lord ( Lord Stanley) some of the able cor- 
respondence upon this subject which no doubt had been directed to the East 
India Company, through the medium of the board of commissioners for the 
affairs of India. It might be that the noble lord had delayed to produce 
those papers on account of their great weight and importance. But if there 
were no such papers in existence, then he (Mr. Vernon Smith) must be 
allowed to say, not only that the East India Company had been very 
unfairly treated by the noble lord, which was no affair of his (Mr. Vernon 
Smith’s) ; but that the public in this country, who took a deep interest in 
the subject, had a right to know what the opinions of that great company 
were upon the question, which, sooner or later, must be determined by 
parliament. The noble lord published this order in the Gazette two days 
after parliament assembled—why did not the noble lord wait till parlia- 


ment had actually met? Was it because he did not wish to raise a discus- 


sion upon the subject, or to awaken the clamour of anti-slavery societies? 
What was the difference in the state of things between the years 1840 and 
1842, which justified the noble lord in taking a position now which was 
refused to his noble friend the Secretary for the Colonies (Lord J. Russell) 
two years ago? Parliament having assembled, the noble lord (Lord 
Stanley) introduced the Passengers’ Act. What happened in reference to 
it? The noble lord in his introductory speech said nothing of the subject 
upon which he (Mr. V. Smith) was then addressing the house; neither 
did the noble lord state that there was anything regarding it in his 
bill. But about a fortnight afterwards the bill was produced, and towards 
the end of it he (Mr. Vernon Smith) found a clause which he would not 
read through ; but the marginal note attached to which would show that it 
was the intention of the noble lord to legislate in reference to the Hill 
Coolies. That being the case, he (Mr. Vernon Smith) maintained that the 
noble lord ought to have referred to the subjectin his as ar speech, 
The words of the marginal note were these, ‘‘ Power to the Governor- 
general to adopt this act, with certain exceptions, in India.” Hence it 
was plain that it was the noble lord’s intention to renew the emigra- 
tion from India to the Mauritius; and that being his intention, why 
did he not mention it? If he did not intend to legislate upon the 
subject, why did the noble lord issue his order in council two 
days previous to the meeting of parliament? It could only be 
from an endeavour to pass.a measure by what the noble lord had 
himself called crown-made law, as contradistinguished from law made by 
parliament. He (Mr. V. Smith) wished the noble lord to answer these 
questions. The motion of which he (Mr. V. Smith) had given notice was 
simply for the production of the instructions upon this subject, from the 
East India Company to the Governor-general, who was now proceeding to 
India. It was hardly possible to suppose that the noble lord had allowed 
his colleague to proceed to India without definite instructions on this sub- 
ject. ‘The noble lord had, indeed, written a letter to the board of Com- 
missioners, which was to be found amongst the papers laid > the table; 
but that letter did not explain the plan to be pursued by the Governor- 
general when he reached India. That noble lord (Lord Ellenborough) 
being himself a decided enemy to the exportation of the natives of India, 
having, in 1838, made a strong speech against their exportation; and 
having spoken of the Hill Coolies as persons utterly unfit to be allowed 
any will of their own, describing them as more like monkeys than men, 
how was it possible that he could now: go out to India to sanction the 
very measure which he had previously so earnestly condemned? And 
how could it be possible that a noble lord entertaining such opiniors could 
be allowed to leave England for the purpose of undertaking the govern- 
ment of India, without receiving some definite instructions from the Secre- 
tary for the Colonies, upon a matter of this importance? Under these 
circumstances he (Mr. V. Smith) begged to request that the noble lord 
{Lord Stanley) would state to the house what steps he had taken, if any, 
preliminary to his issuing the order in council ; and also, whether any 
correspondence had taken place with the East India Company upon the 
subject, and what the opinion of that powerful body was in reference to it. 
He hoped, indeed, that they were-not fallen so low as. to be disregarded or 
neglected by the noble lord. On all previous occasions the first step of 
the minister of the Crown would have been to consult the company upon 
the question, and not to pass them by, as they would appear to have been 
passed by in this instance. The last question that he (Mr. V. Smith) 
wished to ask was—what were the instructions which the noble lord (Lord 


' Stanley) gave, either personally or orally, to Lord Ellenborough prior to 


his leaving England? Whether this question were answered or not, he 
hoped at all events, that the noble lord would not resist the motion with 
which he (Mr. V. Smith) now begged to conclude, for the production of 
the instructions given by the East India Company to the Governor-general, 
previous to his de to assume the government of India [hear, hear]. 

Lord Srantey said that there were no such instructions as the hon. 
member had moved for. 

Mr. Hawes said that when the clauses came to be considered in com- 
mittee, he would endeavour to show that the noble lord had not taken the 
proper precautions. He would undertake to say that he would be entitled 
to draw very different conclusions from those come to by the noble lord, 
when the whole papers relating to the question had been fairly taken under 
their consideration. The noble lord had referred to a despatch of Sir 
Lionel Smith, but he (Mr. Hawes) did not feel inclined to rely on such 
authority—he looked with extreme jealousy and distrust to the opinion of 
any person connected with slavery, and, therefore, he did not feel inclined 
to trust much to the representations of those who still mourned over the 
loss of their slaves. In committee he would draw the attention of the 
house to the 41st clause, when he would move that that clause be expunged. 

Mr. Hoce thought that the conclusions come to by the noble lord, ‘the 
Secretary for the Colonies, were not r borne out by the documents 
which had been referred to by him in the course of his speech. The 





system has been denounced on all hands as one full of cruelty 
large and influential meeting held at Calcutta had 


great difficulties in the way, the bill introduced by 
borough, and supported by no mean authority, the Duke of Wellington, 
was abandoned in despair. The subject had also been adverted to in that 
house, but when the noble lord (the member for London) intimated his 
intention of relaxing the prohibitory law, up got the now Secretary of State 
for the Home Department, and said, “‘ Beware, how you proceed,” (hear, 
hear). And the consequence was, that no progress was made in that 
house. The court of directors had paid due deference to the opinion of 
parliament on the subject, and had repeatedly written out to the local 
authorities, refusing to act until they saw what would be done by the 


his right honourable friend (Mr. V. Smith) on a former occasion, 
exhorted the house to wait for the arrival of the report. That 

arrived on the very day be (Mr. Hogg) had contemplated, and it confirmed 
in the strongest manner all the imputed enormities. The minutes of the 
Governor-general in council were to the same effect, and placed the ques- 
tion in no different point of view. True it was that Sir Lionel Smith had 
said, that the report deserved no further notice ; but surely that was not a 
fit way of speaking of a document drawn up by six gentlemen especially 
appointed by the Governor-general, and signed by three of them. But 
had the report been of a different complexion it would have been right for 
the noble lord to have submitted to the Board of Control and to the Court 
of Directors, the provisions, safeguards, and restrictions he recommended. 
The Court: of Directors would then have pronounced its opinion, and 
would have sent out instructions to the local governments, and those 
instructions, together with the noble lord’s order in council, ought to have 
been laid before the house, in order that it might see both sides of the 
question. The dexterity of the noble lord, however, kept half the case 
out of sight. He (Mr. Hogg) was a member of the court of directors, 
and he could say that neither he nor any of his colleagues knew what laws 
were about to be introduced into India, He admitted that the order in 
council went far to prevent existing abuses, but he wanted to know what 
were the exp ogeg in India. He was not sure that the house ought not 
to go so far as to require the local laws to be laid upon the table. The 
abuses prevailing in India were admitted, and the main point now to be 
considered, was how they were to be remedied. Lord Auckland was of 
opinion that the whole of the cumbersome provisions about agents and 
protectors would be useless. He would now show the house in the 
strongest manner, how certain it was that 15,000 or 16,000 out of 17,000 
Coolies must have been induced to emigrate by the — fraud and 
deception. A gentleman of the name of Dowson had been anxious to 
obtain free labourers, and had employed an Armenian agent for the 
purpose, who was to represent the case truly to the Coolies, and to state 
to them that they would be engaged for five years; the consequence was, 
that he was not able to induce a single man to emigrate. At the same 
moment other agents, who resorted to tricks and misrepresentations, were 
engaging them by hundreds. The moment these poor people had their 
eyes opened, and saw what they were really required to do, they, one and 
all, refused. In the same way when hands were wanted for the purpese 


EE 


month with house and land, they could obtain no labourers, under the 
suspicion that they were to be sent beyond sea. A gentleman of the name 
of Davison had made a similar endeavour, with a similar result; anda 
third agent, who had also represented the case in its true light, bad failed 
in his endeavours to induce any of the Coolies to join him. This wag 
strong evidence to show that the Coolies who had emigrated had not done 
so by their own free will. Only make it certain that only those should be 
taken who were ready to go of their own accord, and he should not have 
the slightest objection to the measure. The truth, however, was, that 
without deception not a single Coolie could be obtained. Lord Auckland 
had stated it as his opinion that the law ought not to be absolutely 
repealed, but he said that he should be glad to see it relaxed as well as to 
persons as to places. But, the noble lord (Lord Stanley) had said nothi 
about the most important part of Lord Auckland’s report, where he sai 
that, if the law were annulled without coming to some understanding with 
European powers who had possessions in that part of the world, as well 
as with native princes, the result would be a virtual revival of the slave- 
trade. “ If,” added his lordship, ‘‘ we cannot depend upon that co-opera« 
tion, I do not think we should be justified in re-opening emigration even 
to the Mauritius.” Much had been said about the returned Coolies, and 
of their wealth and comfort, but in the whole they were twenty-five, and 
these had been sent back as decoys and traps for others, He only o 
emigration of the kind froma sense of duty; he admitted the right of 
freemen to dispose of their own labour in the best market, but, in a case of 
this kind, policy as well as humanity required that protection should be 
extended to those who could not protect themselves. Hundreds and 
thousands had been trepanned and ki , and one of two courses 
ought to be taken; if the house did not go the whole length of uiring 
that the proposed enactments of the local government should be laid u 

the table, at least it ought not to be satisfied until the despatch of the 


form in which this subject bad been introduced, it was to be regretted that 
it could have no practical effect, as it would only amount to the expres- 
sion of an opinion. 


Coolies were allowed, it would amount to a revival of the slave-trade, 
Theyspeech of the honourable member for Beverley (Mr. Hogg), so 
creditable to his heart and understanding, would much tend to confirm this 
belief. ~~ Wakley) wished to apply to this subject the argument so. 
recently produced against the free importation of corn, viz, that it would 
interfere with the interests of the landowners. Now, by this measure it 
was proposed to introduce a vast number of fresh labourers into the 
Mauritius, who would materially interfere with, and injure the interests of, 


month. He submitted that this was most unfair to who had a pro- 

in their labour, and whose existing rights ought to. be protected, 
Nothing could be more unjust than the influx of such labourers, en 
in the East Indies, merely because it suited the purpose of the 
proprietors of Mauritius. On a former occasion’ the house had been called 
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legislature, Thus the matter stood then, and thus in fact it stood now, and - 


of collecting and curing the Assam tea, and offered three rupees per . 





Court of Directors were in the hands of members, With respect to the . 


Mr. Wax ey alluded to the prevalent opinion that, if the emigrati of : 
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the information since received showed that, if there were ground for hesi- 
tation then, there was double reason for the same course now. The 


# 


- honourable member took this rtunity of reminding the right honourable 


baronet (Sir Robert Peel) of the deputation of some of the best men the 
world could produce, which not very long since waited upon him on the 

ject of the slave-trade in the East, and expressed his hope that the right 
honourable baronet would be able to afford those gentlemen some satis- 
faction on the point. He trusted that the noble Secretary for the Colonies 
would abandon his intention of encouraging by law the emigration of the 
Hill Coolies, and that, at all events, before he did so he would put the house 
in possession of all the information in his office respecting the real state of 
the unfortunate natives of India at present in the Mauritius. 

Mr, C. Buren said it was to be deeply regretted that the present 

overnment had not thought fit to consult upon this important subject with 
the East India Company ; the measure before them would be altogether 
nugatory, if proper arrangements were not come to with shat company. 

Mr. Lixpsay: While an advocate for all due ection to the Hill 
Coolies, many of whom, he was ready to admit, had been sent to work the 
knew not whither, in a manner that amounted almost to crimpin Fonte, 
be thought at the same time that it would be a decided sort of slavery 
to lay it down that these labourers should not be at liberty to carry their 
labour to where their common sense dictated to them their labour would be 
bestowed with most interest to themselves. 

Mr. V. Smith said, that, after what had been said by government, he 
should, of course, withdraw his motion. 

Motion withdrawn. 


ANTI-SLAVERY DISCUSSION IN SPAIN. 


From a Madrid periodical, which was formerly EJ Huracan, but 
which, since the suppression of that paper, is published without a 
name, we extract the following interesting article :— 


On considering the necessary results of the conclusion of the treaty be- 
tween the five great powers for the suppression of the slave-trade, we at 
once see that one amongst the most inevitable, important, and immediate, 
is.the loss and complete ruin of our opulent Antilles, Cuba, and Puerto 
Rico. We have seen that, the whites not being able to acclimate them- 
selves in such a manner as to enable them to labour in that parched land, 
the cultivation, production, commerce, and population, must cease, if the 
tillage by slaves-is rendered impossible ; that, without the introduction 
of new slaves, the annual number of the negro population cannot be kept 
up by the birth of slave children; that the prohibition of the traffic is con- 
sequently the abolition of slavery i birth-right ; that this abolition, on the 
other hand, is almost impossible, whilst the fathers remain in slavery ; and 
finally, we come to examine if it would not answer immediately to eman- 
cipate all the slaves of those colonies. 

It may seem absurd to propose such a question on the grounds of jus- 
tice. ho can doubt that the slavery of the negros is unjust, iniquitous, 
barbarous, and atrocious? Who will deny them the right of liberty which 
nature gave them, of which no one can deprive them, nor they them- 
selves alienate irrevocably ? 

But this is not the question. The blacks and whites in these colonies, and 
much more in those of other nations who recognise slavery, are found in a 
state of constant warfare, force ; the force, is that alone which binds them 
together and -pesenowamy and force alone can never give right. The 
whites, like all conquerors, have fearfully abused their superiority ; and 
the blacks nourish in their hearts a deep and implacable resentment for the 
degradation and cruelties to which, forsuch alength of time, they have been 
obliged to submit. With respect to the slaves, if they are emancipated, the 
greatest amount of force passes to their side ; the thirst for vengeance will 
inflame them ; and this thirst will not be extinguished in their breasts, but 
by the blood of all the whites. If the negros have a right to be free, much 
more have the whites, not only to be free, but to exist. In defence it is 
permitted to use the most extreme measures, provided they are absolutely 
necessary to preserve our existence. What we wish to say is, then, that, 
if reasons abound to sustain the emancipation of the slaves, there are 
more numerous and weighty ones why this measure should not be carried 
into effect, whilst at the same time a decree exists for the proscription and 
extermination of the white race. 

The masters of the slaves have, moreover, employed a considerable 
capital in their purchase and maintenance.{Ought they, or ought they not, 
to be indemnified, if they are obliged to emancipate them? And if they are 
indemnified only for the value of the slaves which they emancipate, it will 
be niggardly and insufficient, because their properties, from the impossibi- 
lity of cultivating them by the negros, will decay in value, probably nire- 
tenths of the whole. If the indemnification is to extend, as its name indi- 
cates, to compensation for this depreciation of » where shall we 
find in Spain sufficient capital to cover such numerous disbursements, even 
supposing such indemnification should be rigorously just ? 

t is not necessary, however, to form to ourselves counterfeit shadows, 
in order to acquire courage to encounter the truth, however terrible it may 
be, when the truth is that which at once presents itself. The English not 
only aspire to abolish the slave-trade, but also to the emancipation of those 
slayes which exist in our colonies, and this at no distant period, by means 





_ as expeditious and infallible as od are monstrous and atrocious. ‘Can we 


revent it? Have we a navy able to protect our possessions against the 
cowarful armaments of an gnc ? Can we rely in any case on the assist- 
ance of other nations? Is it possible for us to transport to the colonies, and 
maintain there, a sufficient number of troops to repel invasion, to keep the 

le of colour in subjection, and to protect such an extended coast? 
e believe that an affirmative answer cannot be given to any of these 
ues of foundation ! 
_ It is useless to rg agri break the treaty of 1817, to send away the 
ree Sip from Havana, to dissolve the mixed commission court, 
and to dismiss the foreign protector of slaves. How can these plans be 
realized without a navy, in possessions 1500 leagues off, and having for an 
pp ent, powerful, and machiavelian England? It is in her 
power at this day, thanks to the imbecility that pretends to govern us, to 
- realize in Cuba and Puerto Rico all ber plans to the utmost extent of her 
wishes. On the continent it is very different : here she could not dictate 
to us a : but _ the Antilles we must do what she tells us, or anti- 
cipate her commands by proposing a remedy ourselves. 

Neither the traffic in sla : ! 


ves, nor even slavery itself, can exist much 








longer, either in our Antilles or in any other part of the world. Convinced 
that it must cease, even by violence, It us not expose ourselves 
to the horrors which would be occasioned by the up-rooting of the system 
by force, with the dagger in one band and the torch in the other. Let 
not the slaves be bering may and remain in the same island, where it 
is impossible that the whites and the men of colour can amalgamate, 
although they tolerate without destroying one another. St. Domingo is 
near at band, where they will receive them. Emancipate the slaves in a 
confined place, transporting them from it at the moment of giving them 
their liberty, without permitting them at any future time to enter our 
colonies to join the people of colour. Let the proprietors be indemnified. 
The emancipation, the transport of the emancipated, and the indemnifica- 
tion may, however, be matter of a speciel treaty with England ; and, as 
she is known to negociate with dignity and firmness, we are certain that 
extremely advantageous conditions will be obtained from the interest of 
the English, who will doubtless charge themselves with a considerable 
part of the indemnification, since for their profit results principally the 
emancipaticn for which they labour so hard. 





Srnautar Capture or a Siaver.—[ From the Guiana Times 
of January 3ist, 1842.] We were more than gratified, this afternoon, 
by a visit from Mr. Pompey Fraser, commanding the Richmond 
Drogher. From his mouth we obtained a statement, which will 
speak for itself. ‘Yesterday, about 12 o’clock,” says Mr. Fraser, 
‘T was standing under sail, when I saw a vessel quite under my 
lee, running down before the wind. I came to anchor, and lay there, 
till she could get near where I was. A boat put off, and a white 
man came and asked me, in good English, the way to go to Havana. I 
told him I did not know. He then said he wanted to go to some place on 
the Spanish Main. I pointed out to him what course he must steer to get 
into the Spanish Main and the River Oronoco. When we went to the 
vessel, the man told us, the captain had died ten days after leaving Africa, 
and they had had forty-two days’ passage. While I and the man were 
talking, one of our people went and peeped into the hatches, and came and 
told me that he saw persons down below. I peeped also, and saw them too. 
We then went ashore to the manager’s house, and were joined by the 
overseer, soon after which, the manager rowed after us, a we all went 
on board of the vessel together. The manager (Mr. Pzanrson,) asked the 
crew what the cargo was. They said, nothing but water. The manager 
said he understood there were slaves on board. The man who could speak 
English did not deny it, but confessed there were seventy-seven slaves. 
We took charge of the vessel, and took her ashore. There were seven 
hands on board, all Spaniards, and seventy-seven slaves, almost all young 
people, of both sexes, quite naked, without even laps. Three slaves had 
died on the passage. At first the slaves were shy of us, but when they 
saw that we intended them no harm, they were overjoyed. They had been 
fed on farina as sour as lime, from which their conden was very lean. 
They are now at Richmond. The crew made no resistance. They are 
now prisoners by order of the magistrate.” - 

Hisernian Anti-Stavery Society.—At a public meeting of 
this body, held at the Royal Exchange on Wednesday evening, petitions 
were agreed to—the one praying “ the abolition of all slavery throughout 
the British dominions ;” the other, “ that the restrictions on Hill Coolie 
emigration to the Mauritius might not be repealed, in consequence of the 
dreadful sufferings inflicted on those who had previously emigrated,” par- 
ticularly on Mr. Gladstone’s estates—and were forwarded for presentation 
to the Right Honourable the Lord Mayor of Dublin and Dr. Bowring. 





Advertisement. 
One volume 8vo., price Ten Shillings and Siapence to Subscribers. 


ROCEEDINGS OF THE ANTI-SLAVERY CONVEN- 
TION, held in London in June, 1840. 


“We dismiss the volume with our heartiest commendation ; of the 
interest and importance of its contents we cannot speak too highly. The 
extensive circulation of such a work, while favourable to the immediate 
object of the convention, cannot fail to strengthen the benevolent affec- 
tions of our nature, and to cherish a ~ ag of enlarged, single-minded, and 
active philanthropy.”—Eclectic, ‘‘ The Anti-slavery public are laid under 
deep obligations by the care and industry which have bestowed upon 
this report, which appears to be full and faithful ; and is elegantly printed. 
It is a monument of benevolent feeling.”—Patriot. ‘* The work is one of 
thrilling interest, and will be read with eagerness by every friend of human 
liberty and human happiness. No man interested in the question of 
slavery ought to be without it—and we may add no man who has it and 
reads it can be otherwise than interested.”—Vonconformist. ‘* The 
Proceedings of the General Anti-slavery Convention is a bulky octavo of 
nearly six hundred pages, containing a full report of the —s and 
subjects discussed at the meeting held ia London last summer.”—Colonial 
Gazette. ‘© This volume contains a very full and faithful record of the 

roceedings ; we regard it as a volume which will possess increasing 
interest for centuries to come.” —Christian Examiner. 


Also just published, price Sixpence. 
BT rygyencgperage’ FROM INDIA. The exportation of Coolies 
and other labourers to Mauritius. 


- This pampblet contains a review of the different Parliamentary papers 
relating to the importation of Hill Coolies and other Indian labourers into 
the Mauritius; fully confirming the objections entertained by the Com- 
mittee of the British and Foreign Anti-slavery Society against any such 
scheme. It also contains an analysis of, and objections to, the measure of 
Lord Stanley now before Parliament ; r with a copy of the 
Memorial presented to his Lordship, and the Petition to the House of 
Commons from the Committee. 


London: Thomas Ward & Co., 27, Paternoster Row ; and British and 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Society, 27, New Broad Street. 
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